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EMERGING FARMERS EMBRACE ONLINE TRADING

A large number of emerging and smallholder Farmers have
embraced the opportunity of joining
www.hellochoice.co.za, reinforcing the value that the
online produce trading platform offers.
HelloChoice™ is an open and transparent online platform
where Farmers are able to access Buyers beyond
traditional channels and networks, and retailers can
effectively and economically source produce, optimising
the supply chain of fresh produce.
“The most common reason that our platform is so popular
with emerging Farmers is the opportunity to gain access to
a wider market for trade and ensure payment certainty.
HelloChoice™ also helps to get the Farmer's product to the
Buyer quicker, as well as ensuring fresher produce at the
best price possible for both Buyers and Sellers,” said
HelloChoice™ co-founder Grant Jacobs.
Some of the feedback that HelloChoice™ has received when
interacting with emerging Farmers is that too often, they
struggle to sell the produce once it is ready, after very
costly planting and harvesting investments.
“This leads to them ultimately selling their produce way
below market value or even in some cases, it ends up
rotting in the field. This results in Farmers becoming
despondent and confused as to what to plant in their next
season,” said KZN Regional Marketing Manager, Sakhile
Mthembu.
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For this reason, HelloChoice™ has partnered up with
Solidaridad, ICCO and LIMA on the
FarmerToMarket project. The project, funded by the
European Union, assists emerging smallholder
Farmers gain access to high-value chain markets by
digitising their fresh produce online and gaining
access to a wider market, through a simple and easy
way of selling their produce digitally off their farm.
“Strategic partnerships like this are so important to
HelloChoice™ because they ensure continuity of
supply of good quality fresh produce for retailers,
while assisting Farmers through a reliable marketing
platform that is simple and easy to use. This
ultimately serves to improve the sustainability of
smallholder Farmers, giving them higher farmgate
prices, with better cash flow and ultimately growth
for their farming operations,” said Jacobs.

Your online produce trading platform - Directly
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