
In the year 2020 it was predicted that South Africa would experience
an early winter, where abnormal temperatures, and additional rainfall
would be experienced across the country (Hutton, 2021). 

Many farmers would be affected by drastic weather like this, causing
huge loss in revenue due to frost damage. Due to the forewarning,
farmers were able to prepare for these extreme conditions. 

Agriculture across all sectors, are affected by these natural changes
in the seasons, therefore all need to ensure that their crops are
prepared to handle these harsh conditions. Farmers need to prepare
and try forecast when the best time is, to plant and harvest
macadamias (Hutton, 2021). 

Macadamia farmers need to take winter into account when planning
to plant new trees and for harvesting purposes. Macadamia
harvesting needs to be done before the cold sets in and young
saplings will most likely die from frost and cold damage (Hutton,
2021). 

Although macadamia trees can manage temperatures as low as 3°C,
they are not frost resistant. Therefore, farmers need to prepare for
the cold months to reduce the risk of their orchards being damaged
(Hutton, 2021). 
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Mulching
Mulching is an essential method used to fight effects of the cold weather. The process of mulching
will maintain constant soil temperatures, keep weeds at bay and keep in the moisture (Simpson
Nurseries, 2020). 

During winter, the agricultural sector suffers due to the dry weather therefore mulching will help
keep the soil moist and protect the tree roots from the cold.
A layer of about 50mm of mulch often results in positive root development (Simpson Nurseries,
2020).

Mulching is important for the overall health of the soil and many different products can be used. For
example, off cuts from trees can be chipped, macadamia shells and husks can all be used as mulch
(Bungay, 2018). 

Keep the trees watered
Although mature trees may be able to withstand dry conditions temporarily, any severe lack of water
will affect the quality and quantity of nuts produced by the orchard.

Continuous watering will prevent the trees from perishing during the driest season of the year.
Farmers need to ensure their trees are watered daily and at a time that it is least likely to develop
into frost (Bungay, 2018).

Macadamia leaves will turn brown

Nut production will be halted

The stem of young saplings can burst

Flowers on the tree will die

The flavour of the nut can be affected (Robin, 2021).

Effects of Frost damage

and cold conditions:

How to Prepare:



Prepare for wind
Icy winds that are experienced in the South African winter can affect macadamia trees in many
ways. This will increase the likelihood of frost damage and can harm young trees. Wind breaks can
be set up to avoid damage.
To protect young trees from damaging winter winds, farmers can set up draping when the weather
warns of extreme weather conditions. Stakes can also be used to give trees extra support while the
new roots take hold. 
Wind protection is also necessary for mature trees after winter, while the macadamia nuts are
forming. This is because heavy winds may cause premature nut drops, resulting in a loss of revenue
for the farmer (Bungay, 2018). 

Winter brings macadamia trees production to a halt.
However, this is not all bad news. If the necessary
precautions are taken, young trees will have this time
to grow strong, dependant roots. Mature trees can be
pruned right at the end of winter, to encourage new
shoots and increase the production of nuts in the
next season. If managed correctly, winter can be the
perfect time for farmers to improve on their orchards
and therefore increase the quality and quantity of
nuts produced in the future. 
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1.Braemar Nursery

Braemar nursery was established in 1994 as a family enterprise. The family take huge
pride in their macadamia and pecan nut production as well as their commercial nursery
which includes selective tree cultivation program.

Braemar Nursey also ensure sustainable farming practices to ensure for a lasting green
and safe environmental footprint. This nursery aims to deliver products that are healthy
and traceable alongside with quality. 

The Nursery provides professional services to all growers in terms of soil preparation,
orchard development, planting advice and techniques to help ensure you can be
successful in your farming venture.

Contact: 
Jacque Winterbach on 

083 795 2990 
 

Email:
jacques@siluwehunting.co.za. 

 
More information can also
be found on their website

or Facebook page.
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2.    Kambaku Nursery

This nursery is situated in White River and have seen great benefits in macadamia
farming. They have had successful growth in this industry, over the past four years of
doing business in macadamias. 

The owner of Kambaku Nursery, Wynand Swanepoel, proudly describes his company’s
motto as:

“If we can’t plant our own trees, we are not selling them to the public.”

Contact: 
Wynand Swanepoel on

0720162259 
 

Email:
kambakukwekery@gmail.com.

 
More information can be
found on their Facebook

page.
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3. Ibhubesi Nurseries
 

Ibhubesi Agriculture and Nurseries is owned by two young brothers named Gary and Greg
Coetsee. They work tirelessly to live up to their motto of:

“Our Roots are your future.”

They take pride in their ability to produce healthy trees with their skilled team and hope
that quality of these trees help the farmers invest in their future. Ibhubesi Agriculture and
Nurseries also offer an aftersales service where they give assistance and advice to
farmers for planting their new trees.

 

Contact: 
Gary Coetsee on 

084 622 0618
Greg Coetsee on 

082 647 9828
 

Email:
info@ibhubesiagri.com. 

 
More information can be

found on
www.ibhubesiagri.com
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